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Child Protection Curriculum 
Oaklands Estate Kindergarten uses the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum that is 

a revised curriculum for South Australian schools and preschools. This revised curriculum 

includes aspects of the Protective Behaviours program taught in schools since 1985. Just 

as importantly, it includes new understandings about student learning and best practice 

in abuse prevention. 

The children will be taught this curriculum during their year with us. All teaching staff 

have undergone professional learning on this curriculum. 

The DECD Child Protection Policy (1998) states that all children need to experience 

programs designed to develop skills and strategies for personal safety and abuse 

prevention. DECD is committed to providing Child Protection programs which support 

children to: 

 Develop knowledge, skills and understandings to achieve and maintain personal safety

 Participate in a range of developmentally appropriate experiences, which are responsive 

to their individual needs and interests

 Develop positive, responsible and caring attitudes and behaviours which recognise the 

rights of all people to be safe and free from both harassment and abuse.

At Oaklands Estate Kindergarten, we are required to ensure that all children in our 

kindergarten learn about child protection. However, a key component of the revised 

Child  Protection  curriculum  is  the  recognition  of 

positive participation and contributions of 

parents/caregivers. Your support, for example,  

could include discussing and reinforcing with your 

child what they are learning about keeping safe. 

If you would like further information or support in 

this, please do not hesitate to contact the teaching 

staff. 



 

 

Child   Protection   Information for 
Parents/Caregivers 
It is a fundamental principle in Australian society that 

parents/caregivers or legal guardians have the 

responsibility to protect their children and keep them 

safe. Australia supports a United Nations agreement that 

children are to be protected from all forms of abuse, 

exploitation and violence. Abuse may  be  sexual, 

physical and emotional. Australia has laws to prevent 

and respond to the abuse or neglect of children. 

In South Australia, this law is called the Children’s 

Protection Act.   Under this Act, people who work   and 

volunteer in schools and care settings are called 

mandated notifiers. This means that  they must report child abuse or neglect if they have 

reasonable belief that a child is being harmed or exposed to harmful situations. All 

people employed in the Department of Education and Childhood Development (DECD) 

receive regular training in this responsibility. When people report child abuse, it is a 

confidential exchange of information with the Department for Families and Communities. 

Schools and care settings have the responsibility to protect children and keep them safe 

when they are under their care. Schools and care settings work with parents/caregivers 

and government agencies to keep children safe. Some of the ways they contribute to 

children’s safety are through: 

 Screening the people who want to work with children and young people

 Providing staff and volunteers with expected standards of behaviour towards  children 

and young people

 Providing supervision of children in the class, in the yard, and on school excursions and 

camps

 Implementing preschool and school policies to ensure that children are treated in a just 

way and to respond to racial, sexual, verbal and physical harassment

 Educating about living safely and being healthy in Australia – this includes road safety, 

water safety, sun protection, hygiene and healthy eating

 Providing education about the dangers of drugs and alcohol

 Involving learners in making decisions about their education setting

 Teaching children and young people how to develop positive relationships and 

providing opportunities to build self-esteem

 Teaching the DECD child protection curriculum.



 

 

The child protection curriculum teaches all children from a young age, 

in an age appropriate way, to: 

   Recognise abuse and tell a trusted adult about it 

   Understand what is appropriate and inappropriate touching 

   Understand ways of keeping themselves safe. 

Parents/caregivers also have the responsibility to protect children and  

ensure  their safety, and are supported by society to do this.  

Parents/caregivers do this through: 

 Providing adequate supervision at all times to minimise the risk of 

physical, sexual  and emotional harm. Young children should not be 

left alone at home or in a public place, especially at night 

 Understanding the difference between appropriate and inappropriate 

touching of children, protecting them from being touched 

inappropriately and ensuring that children report inappropriate 

touching 

 Disciplining their children without causing harm. Some forms of 

punishment are  illegal in Australia. Alternative effective parenting 

strategies can be discussed with community leaders and parenting 

agencies. 

Other responsibilities for parents/caregivers include: 

 Providing healthy food for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Healthy food 

such as fresh fruit and vegetables is low in fat and sugar

 Providing appropriate clothing for different weather

 Ensuring children learn good hygiene practices such as washing their 

hands before handling food and showering regularly

 Ensuring children have enough sleep at night

 Giving appropriate care when children are sick. Generally sick children 

should stay at home and, if necessary, receive medical attention

 Encouraging children to participate cooperatively in kindergarten and 

activities including excursions and special events. Excursions and 

special events are an important part of education.
 
 

 


